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BIOLOGICAL SURVEY'S WORK
IMPORTANT TO WILD LI¥E

Protection of useful aqd harmless_forms of wild 1life and control of injur-
ious species are two of the principal activities of the Bureau of Biological Sur-
vey. In the annual report to the Secretary of Agripglturermade by_thelhggd of
this branch of the departument the details of the anparently conflictiﬁg efforts to
conserve and destroy emrhasize the importance of wild animals and birds to our
economic welfare. The Biological Survey carries on a coutinuvous campeign against
predatory animals aund destructive rodents, protects certain birds and animals
which are in danger of being killed off too rapidly, studies the food habits pf
virds and animals, and makes other wild life investigations, both economic and
biologicglf ]

In the recentvreport it is shqwn that the efforts to coptrol wolves, coy-
otes, and rodents have met with a gpod:measurg of success. Prairie dogs have
been eliminate@ fron cpnsiderable areas, and thevnumbers of large wolves have
been so greatly reduced in the West tnst it is thougat therendupf theéir raids is
in sight. More than a dozen States have given their hearty support to this work

and last year made total cooperative appropriations of 3647,000.

Fight Waged Azeinst Pests.
Poison baits have been successfully developed for usc against toth pradatory
animals and rodents. In the West, prairie dogs ana ground squirrels are found on

many millions of acres and cause great losses through destruction of crops and
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Dopartment of Agriculture in organized campaipns for re=ducing the numbers of these

peets on many millions of acres. Canmpaigns were carried on against pocket goph=-

.

>rs, jack rabbits, and house rets and micec, and invesiipgations wers nade to im-
prove balts and methods for combating woodchucks. Antirat cempaigns have been
conducted extensively and successfully in various parts of the countrys

Fur farming hes come to bo an important factor in keeping up the supply of
fur, and the Biologicel Survey has been giving attention to tho various problems
of tho industry at its experimental fur farm in Hew York State and elsewhere in
the United States, Canaca, and Alasla.

The study of the food nabits of birds, principally thrcugh the examination
of the contents of stomechs, is providing hew facts cackh vear concerning many
snocics. Birds which destroy crops must be controlled, and the depertmont hes
boen working out plans for combating a nunber of species vhich become pests
locally. iicthods of poisoning pinyon jeys, which are destructive of crons in
Colorado, have beun devised and found effective during the cora s6aS0n, but not
during the whcat harvest, according +o *the investigations and observations. In-
vostigations have also bcen made in the use of war gascs to coantrol certain
birds, but the results have not been satisfactory.

Biological Survevs Continucd.

Biological surveys have becn continued in several Statcs to show the
actuasl conditions as to wild life, ineluding the relations of birds and animals
to agriculture, forestry, and animal husbandry; and investigations have been
conducted to furnish the basic information nesded in counsction with the con-
stantly growing economic work, and for the proper administration ¢f laws, in-
cluding the migratory bird treaty act, and regulations nffccting big game and

bird refuges, and land fur animals in Alaska. More than 25,000 birds were
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banded during the year in the study of migrations and the geographic distribution
of the swecies.

In Alaska considerable effort has been expended in developing the reindecr
‘ndustry, and studies have ‘een mede of caribou in the Territory. Frotectiion is
afforded land fur-bearing animals in Alaska tirough a warden service, and inves-
tigations have been made of fur farming there, priacipally fox}raising.

Big game and bird refuges to the number of 68 are looked after by the
Biological Survey. There are now about 1,500 buifalo, elk, deer, antelope, and
rnountain sheep on the five big-game praserves, besides the numerous wild fowl on
these and on the 63 additioral bird refuges maintained.

wild Fowl Incrcascs.

Enforcement of the migratory bird treaty act has had the helpful effect
not only of increasing the suprly of migratory wild fowl but of impressing ob-
servers generally with the importance of the law as a valuable conscrvation
nmeegure cud of making frieads for it out of its former bitter opponents. The
main hicpe now sesn for perpetuating our fine ~ame bdirds for the enjoyment of pos-
terity is in halting the rapid progress of drainnge of the fresh-water marshes
and lekes whick are the natural feeding and breeding grounds of wiid life, and
may be more useful for such purposes than for czriculiural uses. Through cooper-
ation of the depariment several such water arcas have tgan protscted during the
year, notably Swan Lake, in Minhesota, and the Winneshiek Rottoms, on the upper
Mississippi River.

Permits issued for the entry of foreign wild birds and mammals ints 7.
United States have increased over former years but have not yet reached the pre-
var rocord. Importations are inspected in order {0 insure the exclusion of wild

forms which would be injurious in this country.



